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8 MARCH 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to Summons His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

HIS EXCELLENCY rose and addressed the Council as follows 

 Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

 I have been induced to call you together at this period in consequence of a Memorial which has been 

presented to me signed by several respectable and influential Agriculturists, representing the deranged 

state of our monetary affairs arising it is stated out of excessive importations and requesting that this 

Council might as early as possible take into consideration the actual condition of the Colony with a 

view to the adoption of such measures as may be desired requisite to avert the impending evils. 

 The official year not being yet concluded, I am prevented from laying before you documentary 

Statements for that period, of the Revenue & Expenditure, of the progress of the Surveys of the amount 

of the Exports and Imports, with other statistical details, all of which will be prepared as soon as the 

requisite information is in the hands of the Government. 

 I am not at all inclined to shut my eyes to the positive fact that embarrassment to a certain extent does 

prevail in the Country and the wisest plan to adopt to overcome difficulties is at once to meet them.  I 

shall be most happy therefore, if we can attain to some general concurrence as to the real causes of this 

distress and the proper course to be taken to alleviate it, but at the same time it does appear to me that 

looking over the whole face of the Colony and not confining our attention to any one particular portion 

of it, decided marks of gradual improvement are discernable.  I think it would be impossible for anyone 

to pass through the Country, and compare what he may see now, with what he may remember of it 

twelve months or two years ago and not to be struck with observing the larger quantity of new land, that 

has been broken up; the much greater amount of every species of cultivation; the establishment of fresh 

farming locations, the increased facility given to travellers by the opening of new lines of roads, and the 
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regular communication which is now maintained by means of the Post Office with each separate 

station. 

 But are any a principal advance which has been made towards a better order of things is the much 

greater number than formerly of small farms held by tenantry: It is well known not every country that 

the owners of Estates, who may themselves attempt to cultivate them and, who can only do so thro’ 

means of paid laborers, are not those who derive the most profit from the land but by giving to those 

very laborers an interest, beyond their daily or monthly hire in the good working of a farm, a change is 

immediately effected, and the more widely a system of Tenantry can be carried out the more completely 

will the Agricultural resources of this as of every other Country be developed. 

 One of the subjects to which your attention will I expect be first & most particularly turned, is the 

depression of the farming interest in the Colony, and you will be called upon to decide whether any and 

what relief can be afforded.  Connected with this the question of the policy of a Corn Law will 

doubtless be made a matter of discussion.  My own opinion on this point remains unchanged: though I 

still recognise it as one of the bounden duties of the Legislature to inquire again & again into the 

representations which may be made to them of the injury under which any Individual or Class in the 

Community is suffering, and which it is in the power of a Legislative Enactment, having regard to the 

good of all to rectify. 

 Before you enter upon this most important deliberation, I would request you to remember that the 

difficulties which may press most hardly upon a people can never be traced up or assigned to any one 

separate or isolated source.  That the wages of labor which enter so largely into the cost of production, 

still maintain themselves in this Colony at a height, much beyond what is warranted by the profits 

which Stock and capital yield to the Employers, or by the present cost to the Laborer of the comforts 

and necessaries of life. 

 That the fixed interest of money borrowed on mortgage by the Landholders for the improvement of 

their properties, at a time when farm produce bore a fair value must act as a serious burden and draw 

back to their exertions now that prices have fallen, and there is scarcely a possibility of effecting any 

sales at all even for those articles which do not come into competition with Imports. 

 That this vicious System of Credit upon Bills to which I have adverted on a former occasion and which 

is now only beginning to be checked has encouraged a previous expenditure, forestalled income and 

created a vast accumulation of Debt.  I have endeavoured from the best sources to which I have had 

access to make a calculation of the amount of this paper now in circulation, and I believe I am under the 

mark when I state it at ₤33,000 whilst I am led to believe that the Books of the Merchants and 

tradesmen of Perth, alone, show debts amounting to fully ₤20,000 more, and you will still further bear 

in mind 

 That the monetary system of any country will necessarily be liable to derangement, where there are so 

few exports, and when consequently almost every article Imported, that is to say, every comfort or 

necessary not produced or manufactured here must be paid for in ready money. 

 It is my intention to introduce in the course of the Sessions 

 A Bill to amend an Act entitled an Act to provide the Building of Churches & Chapels, and to 

contribute towards the maintenance of Ministers of Religion in Western Australia. 
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 A Bill to amend An Act instituted “An Act to regulate the Apprenticeship and otherwise to provide for 

the guardianship & control of a certain class of Juvenile Immigrants. 

 A Bill to allow the Aboriginal Natives of Western Australia to give information & evidence without the 

sanction of an oath. 

 A Bill for better regulating the alignment of streets in Towns. 

 A Bill to amend An Act intituled as an Act for the Improvement of Towns in West Australia and 

 A Bill to regulate the Summary proceedings before Justices of the Peace. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr LEAKE inquired whether His Excellency intended to introduce any specific measure in accordance 

with the prayer of the Memorial. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY having replied in the negative. 

 The HONBLE MEMBER stated that under these circumstances he should give notice “that on Thursday 

the 15th Instant I intend to bring forward a motion that this Council do respectfully address His 

Excellency the Governor that he will be pleased, at the earliest possible date, to introduce a 

Bill for the purpose of imposing certain duties on the importation of foreign Flour & grain; or 

that he will be pleased to permit a Bill to such effect to be brought in by a private Member of 

Council. 

 With reference to a remark from the Honble the Surveyor General 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated his determination to oppose to the utmost the passing of any Bill having for 

its object the imposition of a Duty upon imported flour or grain, looking upon such a duty as a 

tax upon food.  If any private Member brought in such a Bill & it was passed by the Council, 

he should of course transmit it to Her Majesty’s government for comment, but he should 

certainly withhold his assent. 

 Mr LEAKE expressed his regret at His Excellency’s opposition & observed that the very benefit 

intended to be derived by the proposed measure would be destroyed as before Her Majesty’s 

approval could be received the mischief would be done.  Now was the critical moment, and 

now alone would the duty upon corn extricate the Colony from its embarrassed state.  The 

Honble Member begged it to be understood that he was far from desiring a prohibition but such 

a duty only as would regulate the price and protect our own growers. 

 Mr MACKIE suggested that probably His Excellency would assent to a temporary measure being 

brought forward and begged to know whether if the duty were to be imposed for a certain time 

only it would have any effect in changing His Excellency’s intention. 

 The GOVERNOR repeated his resolve to withhold his assent to any measure involving a duty.  He was 

however desirous that the question should be discussed. 

2. Mr LEAKE moved for the production of Lord Stanley’s Dispatch replying to the Resolution passed by 

this Council on the subject of the Disposal of Crown Lands.  Also for a return of Crown Lands 

sold since 1st December 1842 & showing the amount paid in cash & the amount paid in 

Remission Certificates. 
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 HIS EXCELLENCY promised the papers should be produced at the next meeting of Council. 

The Council adjourned until Friday the 15th Inst. 

Edward Souper 

Clerk of the Council 

 

____________________ 
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15 MARCH 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

FRANCIS CORBETT SINGLETON Esquire took the oath & his seat in the Council, in the room of William 

Tanner Esq, resigned. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY laid upon the Table the Dispatch from Lord Stanley disapproving the resolution of 

this Council relative to the disposal of Crown Lands & the Return of Crown Lands sold since 

1st December 1842 called for by G. Leake Esq. at the last meeting of Council. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY also laid upon the Table the Blue Book for last year, and stated that instructions 

had been received from the Secretary of State to complete that Document on the 31st of 

December of each year instead of the 30th September. 

3. THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Circular Dispatch he had received from the Secretary of State of 

the Colonies to which he would request, the particular attention of the Honble Members 

desiring that no Law shall be introduced into the Legislature of the Colony for imposing 

differential duties. 

4. This read the order of the day, for Mr Leake’s Motion when the Honble The Colonial Secretary rose & 

requested permission to present a Petition signed by a great many respectable and influential 

persons, with which he had been entrusted the Prayer of the Petition was that His Excellency & 

Council would refuse to entertain so detrimental & obnoxious a measure as to impose a duty 

on the importation of foreign grain & flour. 
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 The Honble member would merely state here that he fully concurred with the Petitioners in the view they 

had taken of the question of a Corn Law he would move that the Petition be read the motion 

was Seconded by The Honble The Advocate General, and the Petition was accordingly read.  

The Motion of the Honble Member that it be received having passed the Petition was ordered to 

lie on the Table. 

5. The HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL rose and presented a Petition relative to the engrossing 

topic of a Corn Law, and praying that no such injurious measure would be sanctioned by the 

Council.  The honble member expressed a hope that from the respectability & number of the 

Signatures, the prayer of the Petition would obtain attention and stated that he fully concurred 

with this as well as with the petition which had just been read.  He would move that the 

Petition be read, the motion was Seconded by The Honble The Advocate General & the Petition 

was read, the motion that it be received having passed the Petition was ordered to lie on the 

table and the Council passed to the orders of the day. 

6. Mr LEAKE rose to support the Motion of which he had given notice.  If however His Excellency was 

prepared with any other measure but the one he & Mr Leake was in favor of, he would 

withdraw his motion.  

 The GOVERNOR having stated he had no measure to propose Mr Leake resumed.  If numbers were a 

sufficient guarantee of the reasonableness of measures sought for in Petitions, he had reason to 

feel alarm at the long catalogue of names attached to those lying on the table.  This, however 

was not always the case and it frequently recurs that the multitude of names is in an inverse 

ratio to the sense.  He would not say this of the Petitions which had this day been presented, 

but he would venture to affirm that their substance may be briefly expressed in the usual cry of 

“no bread tax” or “no tax on food” the mere catch words of the Anti-Corn Law League.  In 

large communities such as in England the doctrine of Free Trade or “no bread tax” may be 

sustained on strong grounds, for there, the interest of a large & constantly increasing Section of 

the population engaged in manufacture of various things, were powerful, and the produce of 

the manufacturers when exported, would constitute a considerable part of the mode of payment 

for the cheap corn of the foreigners.  It was true that modifications had been made in the Corn 

Laws and it was probable that more extensive alterations may hereafter be acceded, but these 

concessions had been made to the increasing interests of the manufacturer & not to the 

principal of free trade, neither are they an abandonment of the principle of protection to the 

Agriculturist.  If there in England where the Interests conflicting with the Agriculture are so 

numerous, so powerful, and so active in agitation; & where an immeasurable amount of 

Colonial produce & manufacturers afford a large means of payment for imported flour & 

grain, restrictions & protection are still considered wise & necessary, what can be said of the 

Legislative discretion of a Colony which permits an unrestricted introduction of those articles 

when its sole production is agricultural and its means of payment specie. 

 The cry of “cheap bread” would upon scrutiny be found mere delusions.  It is the facility of 

purchasing which alone constitutes true cheapness.  The past bread tax was the onus of means 

of buying it.  The hon. Member maintained that where the lowest prices of the production of 
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the Soil existed, there would be found the greater quantum of misery and distress and drew the 

attention of the Council to the other Australian Colonies where the cheapness of every article 

of consumption is the result of the ruin and bankruptcy of this cultivation the condition of 

which class is that the wheat which cost him 5/- to produce is thrown upon the market at 2/-.  

So far from free trade being admitted in England, imports and duties still exist on many articles 

of importation, besides those on corn.  Whilst all her efforts to induce foreign nations to 

assume liberal international commerce, by the repeated relaxation of her own code, have been 

met by more restrictive tariffs than before existed, amounting in many instances to a virtual 

prohibition of British goods.  The Honble Member referred to the monetary system of the 

Colony, and pointed out the extreme difficulty & embarrassment which amongst all classes 

existed, and observed with regard to the interest of the agriculturist, that it was now the season 

where heretofore the farmer commenced his Sales & provided for the payment of the various 

classes who depended on him.  Now however he found himself totally excluded from the 

market, every Baker, Storekeeper and even almost every private family being supplied with the 

produce of other Countries causing that embarrassment to the farmer which was discriminated 

throughout every class of the Community.  In the Towns of Perth & Fremantle alone, which 

constitute the chief markets of the Colony, there was a supply of foreign grain and flour equal 

to six or more months consumption, whilst fresh cargoes are arriving every week.  He 

considered that what the farmer requires, what he had a right to demand, and what in his 

opinion, was the broader duty of this Council to grant, was security that his Capital & Labor 

should not be extended in vain.  If the farmer is unable to compete with the foreigners in 

cheapness of production, thro’ circumstances over which he has no control such as higher 

wages or higher prices to be paid for his farming stock & implements, he has a right to be 

protected up to the price at which he can enter the market on an equal footing.  But his position 

is far worse than this.  He is not only called upon to compete with the foreigner in production 

at equal prices without regard to the difference of cost, but with the prices of his bankruptcies.  

The produce of the sister Colonies, which have from a combination of adverse causes been for 

some years past involved in a state of almost universal ruin, has been transmitted to this 

Colony, where the flour had been sold at prices descending from two pounds to 3/4d per 

pound, and to such an extent that the market is completely glutted.  The Honble Member 

observed with reference to His Excellency’s address to the Council, that the function of the 

names of several of the most prominent merchants & tradesmen, with those of the Agricultural 

interests was omitted to be noticed: this he conceived an omission of considerable importance, 

as it would induce a supposition, that the remedy sought for, was for the benefit of the 

Agriculturists alone, whereas the commercial body of the Colony felt and knew that their own 

interests, as well as the interests of all classes, are intimately blended with, and inseparable 

from those of the farmer. 

 The HONBLE MEMBER expressed his regret at His Excellency’s refusal to entertain the prayer of the 

Memorial, that a protection against the foreigner should be granted to a home grower, 

regarding it as a fiat amounting to a prohibition against further cultivation in this Colony, he 
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would ask who would repeat the experiment of raising crops which he is forbidden to sell 

unless at half the cost of production. 

 With regard to that portion of His Exls address alluding to the excessive amount of Bills and other 

obligations, as forming a considerable portion of the existing embarrassments he would 

observe that had the character as well as the amount of these debts been preinstigated it would 

have been found that a considerable amount of them were direct or indirect obligations of the 

farmer & of those who depended on him, but he would maintain that in comparison with the 

debts of other communities, considering the circumstances under which they originated, the 

amount of specie at the time existing, the number & occupation of the population, and the true 

value of our Lands, produce, live Stock & merchandise it would not be found so 

disproportionate as it now appeared.  The honble Member adverted to H.E. acknowledgement 

of the existence of embarrassments & that the wisest plan is at once to meet them, confirming 

with him to the fullest extent he/Mr Leake, would inquire what measures, he (the foreman) had 

devised to meet them.  He (Mr Leake) was not particularly wedded to one measure more than 

other, provided the one adopted shall be effectual [illegible] and satisfactory. 

[Pages 218, 219, 220, 221, 222 & part of 223 blank] 

He had been asked whether he had not some measure to suggest.  He wished he had.  Some 

time since he had endeavoured by a Bill which he now held in his hand to give relief to the 

farmer.  By this Bill it was proposed that whenever flour fell below 2d. or the 2lb loaf below 

4d. the Govr should have the power to issue proclamation prohibiting all importations.  Such 

proclamations not to last beyond 3 months & to be rescinded at any time within that period, 

and the Bill to last but 12 months unless it was deemed necessary by the Council to continue it.  

He has been forced however to give it up, as not affecting the purpose, he had in mind.  On the 

one hand it did not protect those who were compelled to bring in small quantities from high 

prices, and on the other hand it held out promises to the grower which it was feared could not 

be realized, that of checking imports to them their interests were likely to be effected by them, 

as even now when the farmers were complaining they could sell their grain, flour was selling 

at 2 & 3 a lb. 

 Mr F.C. SINGLETON ESQ. felt that the agriculturists in the Colony would look to him to support their 

interests he being the only functional farmer in the Council.  He had to realise that Council 

with far different opinions to those he now entertained of the question of a protection duty he 

had listened most attentively to all that had been said and he considered that after what His 

Excellency had stated, there was much reason to congratulate the farmers upon their prospects.  

He had been sure as to the real amount of foreign flour now in the market, and knowing also 

the expense to which the export was liable, he conceived that the growers had protection 

enough with regard to the competition between our farmers and the South Australians.  The 

point has not been touched upon that was the disadvantage under which our farmers labored in 

respect of cleared Land — upwards of 40,000 acres was cleared ready for the plough to the 

S.A. farmers, whereas the Lands in this Colony require much labor and expense before they 

could be cultivated.  Looking at this & the heavy losses which the home grower has 
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experienced, he had confidence that they had a right to demand protection to shield them from 

unwholesome competition, but from His Excellency’s remarks be thought that the farmers 

might look up, for the quantity imported was so large as to exclude them from the market and 

the expenses of importation was in itself a protection.  He concurred with other Honble 

Members that the importation under the hitherto revisions circumstances could not be of long 

continuance, and he felt convinced that in his own district farmers would recommence their 

operation with renewed hope and vigour. 

 The HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL concurred in the opinion that the importations complained 

of would soon cease, when the competition would be between farmer & farmer.  He 

considered that the embarrasst which had existed would be of some good so far at least as it 

would lead to a general reduction of prices.  He did not agree in the opinion that the 

embarrassments had arisen from excessive importations, but from the natural cause of 

circumstances as production increased, their value became less, and they were attaining that 

point which had long been their object, viz a more equal regulation of prices.  He could not 

conceive that farmers generally would see no prospect of success except thro’ the medium of a 

protective duty — on the contrary he considered its refusal would be open to their exertions, as 

without their united efforts the markets might be thrown open to the foreigner without any 

competition being offered.  It was not the price of grain alone that must come down but every 

article, wages, clothing and general stores must be reduced in a fair proportion which would 

soon tend to a more wholesome state of affairs throughout the Colony. 

 The HON MEMBER having alluded to the difference in the price of meat and flour as compared with 

that of wheat, as a matter which much more needed the interference of the Legislature stated 

his intention to vote against the motion. 

 Mr LEAKE in reply briefly observed that the great point which had been looked to in the argument was 

the actual quantity now in the market.  What His Excellency had stated with regard to the 

amount of exports during the period between the 1st Oct 43 & 11 March 44 was doubtless 

correct, but no mention had been made of the quantity in the Colony prior to the 1st Oct or of 

the almost weekly arrival of vessels with cargoes of flour & grain.  He found however the 

majority opposed to this motion & that he had to therefore withdraw.  He would request 

however the Council to bear in mind that his wish had never been to obtain a prohibitive 

increase but a protective one. 

____________________ 
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28 MARCH 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY informed the Council that by a Dispatch he had lately received from Her 

Majesty’s Government, he had been informed that the Act of Council for allowing the 

Aboriginal Natives to give information and evidence without the sanction of an Oath, had not 

received the Royal Sanction, in consequence of same doubts have arisen as to the power of the 

local legislatures to pass such a law.  The Dispatch however was accompanied by the Act of 

Parliament 6 Vict Ch 22, & which he now laid upon the Table authorizing the Legislature to 

pass such a law and declaring that the Colonial Act shall not have been deemed null & void in 

consequence of any supposed repugnance to the Law of England. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY laid upon the Table a Bill to amend An Act intituled “An Act to regulate the 

apprenticeship and otherwise to provide for the guardianship and control of a certain class of 

juvenile Immigrants and informed the Council that the Act passed during a former session 

required that a notice should be published in the Govt Gazette setting forth that certain persons 

therein named are Immigrants to be apprenticed under the Act and that such notice shall be 

conclusive evidence in all proceedings at law that such persons are within the operation of the 

Act. 

 This provision had been disapproved of by the Secretary of State, as giving an unnecessary publicity to 

the names of the Immigrants whose former character it was desirable should be forgotten.  

With this exception the Act had met with high approval.  The Act which His Excellency would 

now move be read a first time, was to concede the necessity of issuing such notice. 
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The Bill was accordingly read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on Thursday the 25 

April. 

3. Mr GEORGE LEAKE ESQ expressed his regret that altho’ the measure which he proposed for the 

amelioration of the embarrassed state of the monetary affairs of the Colony had not been 

approved of; that no other measure had been brought forward in some form or other by any 

other Honble Members he did hope that the Council would not allow the question to rest where 

it did. 

 The HON COLONIAL SECRETARY observed that he had given notice at the last meeting of Council 

of a motion for the appointment of a Committee to inquire into the cause of the existing 

embarrassments, but that he had since satisfied himself that no such inquiry was necessary or 

that the embarrassments were such as could be relieved by any Legislative Enactment he 

should not bring forward his motion. 

 The HON THE SURVEYOR GENERAL & ADVOCATE GENERAL concurred with the Hon 

Member that no such inquiry was necessary. 

The Council adjourned to Thursday the 25 April. 

____________________ 
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25 APRIL 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 
The Honble The Surveyor General 
The Honble The Advocate General 
W.H. Mackie Esquire 
F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY expressed his regret that in consequence of the accounts from the outstations not 

having been received, he would be unable to bring forward the Estimates until the next 

meeting of Council. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 2nd reading of a Bill to amend An Act intituled An 

Act to regulate the apprenticeships and otherwise to provide for the Guardianship and control 

of a certain class of Juvenile Immigrants.  The Bill was accordingly read a second time & 

ordered to be read a third time on Thursday the 9th May. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill to provide for the Alignment of Streets in the 

several towns of the Colony of Western Australia. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on the 9th May. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill for adopting certain Acts of Parliament passed in 

the 3 & 4, the 4 & 5, the 5 & 6 & the 6 & 7 years of the reign of His late Majesty King 

William the fourth: & also certain Acts of Parlt passed in the 1 & 2, the 2 & 3, the 3 & 4, the 4 

& 5 & the 5 & 6 years of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria respectively and 

applying the same in the administration of justice in Western Australia in like manner as the 

other laws of England are applied therein. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a first time and ordered to be read a 2nd time on the 9th May. 

The Council adjourned until Thursday the 9 May next. 

    Edward Souper 
    Clerk of Council 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice of his intention to bring forward during the session the following 

Bills. 

1 A Bill to repeal so much of a Bill passed in the 4 year of the reign of Her present 

Majesty intituled An Act to promote the Building of Churches and Chapels, and to 

contribute towards the maintenance of Ministers of Religion in Western Australia as 

authorises the issue of money from the Colonial Treasury for such purposes. 

2 A Bill to enable certain Ratepayers in Towns to vote and act as Trustees of such 

towns and to qualify the right of Town Trustees to vote. 

3 A Bill to prevent the Spreading of the Infectious disease called Scab in Sheep. 

4 A Bill to prevent Debtors from giving undue preference to Creditors. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the second reading of “A Bill to provide for the 

Alignment of Streets in the Towns of Western Australia — before however the Bill was read 

he would present a Petition which had been sent to him by Messrs L & W Samson praying to 

be heard by Counsel against the passing of the Bill and moved that it be read.  The Petition 

being read, His Exy moved that it be received, but stated that he did so solely pro forma and 

not that he concurred in the prayer of the Petition. 

 The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion. 
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The motion after some discussion was put that the Petition be received when the Members voted as 

under. 

    Ayes…………………………………….3 

    Noes…………………………………….3 

   
  Ayes     Noes 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary   The Honble Commandant 

 G. Leake Esq    The Honble Surveyor General 

 W.H. Mackie Esq    The Honble Advocate General 

The votes being equal the motion was lost and the Council passed to the order of the day and the Bill 

was read a second time. 

 Mr LEAKE begged to move that the consideration of the Bill be postponed for a short time.  He knew 

of several parties who were under the impression that their Interests would be materially 

effected by the passing of the Bill, but who had depended upon the petition of Messrs Samsons 

being received for the general principle of the Act being more fully discussed.  That Petition 

however being rejected he was anxious that those parties who considered their Interests in 

jeopardy might have an opportunity of Petitioning, he would move that the Committee upon 

the Bill be adjourned until the next meeting of Council. 

 The COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion which was carried. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY stated that it would be in the recollection of the Council that two Acts which had 

been passed regulating the temporary occupation of Crown Lands.  The first of which gave to 

the purchaser of a small section an extensive right of Commonage, the 2nd authorizing under 

severe restriction the occupation of Crown Lands had been disallowed by Her Majesty’s Govt.  

He would now lay upon the Table the Secretary of State’s Dispatch in which the objections to 

those Acts were stated & certain recommendations of the New South Wales Acts upon this 

question to be adopted for this Colony.  The Bill he now laid upon the Table had been drawn 

in the simplest form possible, merely declaring that Crown Lands could not be occupied 

without permission, the conditions of which permission would be left with the Executive Govt.  

He moved that the Bill be read a first time.  The Bill was accordingly read a first time & 

ordered to be read a second time on Thursday the 23rd Instant. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY laid upon the Table a Bill to regulate summary proceedings before Justices of the 

Peace, and moved that it be read a first time.  The Bill was accordingly read a first time & 

ordered to be read a second time on the 23 Inst. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the second reading of a “Bill for adopting certain 

Acts of Parliament passed in the 3 & 4, the 4 & 5, the 5 & 6, and the 6 & 7 years of the reign 

of His late Majesty King William the Fourth; and also certain Acts of Parliament passed in the 

1 & 2, the 2 & 3, the 3 & 4, the 4 & 5 and the 5 & 6 years of the reign of Her present Majesty 

Queen Victoria respectively and applying the same in the administration of justice in Western 

Australia in like manner as the other Laws of England are applied therein. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time & several amendments being proposed the Council 

resolved itself into 
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In Committee 

 THE HON ADVOCATE GENERAL moved seconded by Mr Mackie that in the Preamble all which 

relates to the following Act be struck out. 

 5 & 6 Wm 4 Cap 43 

 5 & 6 Wm 4 Cap 62 

 3 & 4 Vict Cap 24 

 4 & 5 Vict Cap 56 

 5 & 6 Vict Cap 85 

 and that in the 1 clause from the word “Save” to the word “Majesty” be struck out  

 and that the following clause be introduced as Cl 2. 

And be it enacted that all and every the powers and duties conferred and imposed in 

and by any of the aforesaid Acts on the Court of Chancery in England shall be excised 

and discharged by the Civil Court of this Colony: and that the function ascribed by 

any of the said Acts to the Attorney General in England shall be discharged by the 

Advocate General in this Colony. 

 The further consideration of this Bill was also postponed until Thursday the 23rd instant. 

6. HIS EXY laid upon the Table the Estimates and notified his intention of bringing them under discussion 

at the next meeting of Council. 

Adjourned to 23 May. 

____________________ 
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The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The HON THE SURVEYOR GENERAL stated with reference to the minutes of last Council that he 

was influenced in giving his vote against the motion “that Messrs Samsons be received” in 

consequence of it being stated from the chair that if that motion passed the Prayer of the 

Petition would be granted. 

2. Mr GEORGE LEAKE ESQ stated that he had been entrusted with a Petition by Messrs L. & W. 

Samson praying to be heard by Council against the passing of the Bill now before the Council 

providing for the alignment of streets in the Towns in consequence of the injury which their 

Interests would sustain should such Bill pass into a Law — and moved that it be read. 

 The Petition being read the Hon Member on moving that it be received observed that the Petition stated 

so fully the case of the Petitioners as to leave him few points to touch upon; he would desire 

however to have the 4 Cl under the head of Petitions in the Rules & Orders read.  The clause 

being read Hon Member continued — the reading of that clause shows the right of any person 

to Petition, whose individual interests were threatened by any proposed measure of the Council 

he would move that the Petition be received. 

 The HON G.F. MOORE seconded the motion, and observed that he quite concurred with the Hon 

mover in his declaration of the right of any one to Petition but he did not consider that parties 
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could claim the right to be heard by Counsel witnesses against the passing of any Bill by 

merely stating that their interests would be affected by it without in any way pointing out a 

particular grievance.  The former Petition of the Messrs Samson had been rejected on this 

account.  The present one however showing fully the matter of complaint, and the question 

they had to proceed over, he had much pleasure in seconding that it be received.  On the 

motion being put the Honble the Commandant rose to explain his reason for voting against the 

reception of the first Petition of Messrs Samsons.  It was wholly unheard of Petitions being 

received and the prayer granted when such Petitions in no way stated how the Petitioners were 

peculiarly affected.  He should give his vote with pleasure to the reception of the petition now 

before the Council. 

 The HON THE SURVEYOR GENERAL repeated the reason which influenced him in giving his vote 

upon the former Petition and stated that he was glad that the Petitioners had so fully stated 

their case.  He was confident he could disprove all that referred to the directions said to have 

been issued from his Department. 

 The Petition was accordingly received and Mr Leake moved seconded by Mr Roe that the prayer of the 

Petition be granted and a Select Committee appointed for hearing Messrs Samsons and their 

witness. 

 The motion was carried and the following members elected. 

 The Hon the Advocate General 

 George Leake Esq 

 W.H. Mackie Esq 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY rose and addressed the Council as follows 

Gentlemen 

At the last meeting of the Council I laid on the Table two financial statements.  One of them 

showing the Receipts and Expenditure of the past year ending the 31st March 1844 the other 

the Estimates of the probable amount of Revenue and the proposed amount of Expenditure for 

the year ending the 31st March 1846. 

In drawing your more particular attention to these documents, I would request you to consider 

that although the view which they afford of the State of the Finances may not be equally 

gratifying with that which we have had presented us in former years yet, that there is nothing 

in them to excite serious discouragement.  The Revenue of the past year it is true has not 

realized the amount of the Estimates but it only falls short by a very small sum of the Revenue 

for the year preceding, and we could not expect to be preserved altogether from the 

embarrassments and the depressed state of trade which we know to have been so prevalent in 

many other places. 

 

In the Estimates for the year 1843/44 the Revenue was calculated 

at 

£         s.  d. 
10.395. 0. 0 

The amount realized was  9509.14. 3 

Showing a difference of     885. 5. 9 
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A Comparison of the Revenue for 1842/43 
£         s.  d. 
 9544.  0. 1 

With that for the year 1843/44  9509.14. 3 

Shows however a deficiency of      34. 5.19 

There had been an increase under some heads of £1340.  3. 9 

The increase has principally occurred in the Ad Valorem duty on 

all imported goods 

£  631.13. 1 

Repayment of Loans     182.13. 1 

Post Office being a considerable addition to the increased Receipts 

of last year in this Department  

    127.19. 8 

Licenses to cut Timber which is a completely new Item of 

Revenue 

     68.16. 6 

The decrease has chiefly occurred in the  

Sale of Crown Lands     339.10. 0 

Licenses to sell spirits     209.13. 4 

Fees of Public offices from there not having been so many Title 

Deeds taken out for Land as in former years 

    159. 3. 2 

Duty on goods sold by Auctions £   147. 3.11 

Du on Imported Spirits     139.18. 4 

Warehouse Rent of goods in Bond. 

Many private merchants have bonding stores of their own, thus 

superseding the use of the Public Bonding Stores 

    117. 4.11 

Miscellaneous £93.12.3 — The greatest portion of this sum 

appears now upon the Accounts as the Repayment for Provisions 

by Prisoners — Fines on Land in lieu of Location duties. 

 

     63. 0. 1 

These details relate particularly to the Income of the past year, but 

the whole sum at the disposal of the Government during that 

period including a Balance in the Treasury on 1st of April 1843 of 

£1898.10.7.  Arrears received at the outstations before the end of 

March 1843 — 469.4.7 — A small repayment of salary overdrawn 

4/8d and on loans from the Commissariat chests of £800 has 

amounted to  

 

 

 

£12453.13. 9 

Whilst the Whole Expenditure has been   12072.  3. 1 

Leaving a Balance in the Treasury on the 1st of April of the current 

year of 

£    381.10. 8 

To the Sum however which I have named as the Actual 

Expenditure of the past year 

£12072. 3. 1 

Must be added the liabilities of payments in arrears amounting to        433. 0. 5 

Giving a Total Expenditure of £12505. 3. 6 

 

328 



[1844] 

From this however in order to form a just comparison between it 

and the sum sanctioned by the Ordinance for 1843/44 large 

deductions must be made. 

1st A payment on account of the liabilities for the preceding year 

 

 

      996.  0.  5 

  11509.  3.  1 

2nd A payment on account of labor not provided for in the 

Ordinance 

    1361.14.10 

Showing the payments on account of the current expenses of the 

year to have been 

£10147.  8.  3 

The Amount of the Ordinance was   10304.19. 2 

So that there is an apparent saving of       157.10.11 

In some of the Items under the class of contingencies there has been an excess of Expenditure 

beyond what was provided for which requires explanation. 

1st Collection of Revenue £177.18.2.  This has been occasioned principally by the length of 

time that Custom house officers have been detained on board of vessels and by the arrears of 

Per Centage allowed to the SubCollectors at the out ports due from a time so far back as April 

1841. 

2. Conveyance of Mails 66.16.5.  This comprises the cost of bags for the mail carriers — 

Boxes etc. for the dispatch of foreign mails from Perth and an allowance to the 

Assistant in the Perth Post Office whose particular business it is to deliver the letters 

at the houses within the Town of Perth. 

3 Colonial Hospital £243.2.5. 

The very heavy outlay secured for this Establishment was found necessary in order to 

renew the bedding and other furniture after upwards of two years wear — as well as 

to provide a supply of drugs for the Dispensary which had been ordered from England 

not occurring in time — I may observe also that more patients suffering wider 

complaints of a serious nature were received into the Hospital in the course of the last 

year than at any former period. 

4 Services to Natives 66.16.7 — the sickness which had prevailed in different parts of 

the Colony among the Natives has been the chief cause of this additional expense.  It 

not being sufficient to administer medicines to them: food must be added in order to 

induce them to remain quiet and submit to medical treatment. 

5 Rottnest Establishment £224.14.9 

 This amount is made up of a payment to the Commissariat for provisions from the 1st 

of January /41 — and the cost of a mill of a superior description to enable the 

Prisoners to grind the wheat and barley which through their labors are grown upon the 

Island. 

I most deeply regret having been compelled to apply to the Commissariat Department for a 

loan of £800.  No provision as I have before noticed was made in the Estimates for the 

introduction of labor, and yet there is a charge on this account amounting to £1361.14.10.  A 

communication had been made to Her Majesty’s Government requesting that a certain supply 
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of labor might be had to this Country and an assurance given that there was a sum in the 

Colonial Treasury fully sufficient to meet all attendant costs and charges.  It was therefore to 

support the credit of the Colony after the arrival of the Immigrants and in reliance upon an 

increasing Revenue that I authorized this payment.   

The Receipts in the first months of the past financial year justified any expectations, but after 

having diminished the Balance in the Treasury to this extent, the Collection in the latter part of 

the year so fell off that I had only one resource, which was to apply for a temporary aid to 

carry on the Public Service. 

In concluding these observations relative to the management of the Public Funds I have to 

assure the Council that I have exercised the utmost frugality.  In consequence of the very 

limited means at the disposal of the Govt several pressing applications for assistance have been 

refused in cases even where parties had been encouraged to suppose that it would be afforded 

to them.  Many works have been neglected which under the circumstances would have been 

considered indisputably necessary and no expense has been I believe permitted except such as 

the fulfillment of existing engagements demanded in which served to be called for in order to 

prevent the Public from being burdened with a heavier charge hereafter. 

With regard to the Estimates of probable amount of Revenue and the proposed amount of 

Expenditure for the existing year with which you have been furnished you will remark that I 

have allowed for a diminution in the Revenue before suggesting some reduction in the 

Expenditure. 

I have not considered the future Receipts at which is a decrease of 

about £180 upon the amount realized during the past year. 

£9330. 0.0 

Whilst I have set down the Expenditure at  8886.12.6 

Leaving a balance of £ 443. 7.6 

In comparison of the several items of the proposed Expenditure with the Estimates of last year 

exhibits a saving in 

The salary of the Tide Master at Bunbury       25 

Conveyance of mails     150 

Roads & Bridges     550 

Surveys & Explorations     100 

Miscellaneous     600 

 £1425 

From which must be deducted for the 

annual increase of one of the assistant 

surveyors 

 

        6.13.8 

Leaving a total saving of   1418.  6.4 

Upon these Estimates the Ordinance will be passed, the first reading of which I shall move at 

the next meeting of Council.  When I shall ask your opinion as to the propriety of raising the 

duties from 2½ per cent to five per cent on all imported goods except wine, spirit & Tobacco.  

I do this with extreme reluctance, but it cannot have escaped your attention that the Balance in 
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the Licensing at the conclusion of the Financial year was not sufficient to defray the liabilities 

and it appears to me to be doubtful whether under present circumstances without some 

additions being made to it the Revenue will be found capable of bearing even the reduced scale 

of expenditure which I have now submitted to you. 

I have now to lay upon the Table a copy of a Report from the Surveyor General shewing the 

progress of the surveys during the 12 months ending the 31 of March last together with 

statements of the accounts cultivation & stock up to the end of Sept of last year, estimated 

amount of the Imports & Exports and a shipping return to the 31 March of this year. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY read the Order of the day for the 3rd reading of a Bill to provide for the 

guardianship and control of a certain class of Juvenile Immigrants. 

 The Bill was accordingly read a third time and passed. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY observed with reference to the next order of the day, that the reconsideration of 

the Bill to provide for the Alignment of Streets, must be postponed until Messrs Samsons 

Petition has been disposed of & the Report of the Committee thereon laid before the Council. 

6. The Council in pursuance of adjournment resolved itself into Committee upon the Bill for adopting 

certain Acts of Parliament and applying the same in the administration of Justice in Western 

Australia in like manner as the other laws of England are applied therein.  The Bill with the 

amendments proposed at the last meeting of Council was read, and ordered to be read a 3rd 

time on Thursday the 30th Instant. 

 The Council resumed its sitting and His Excellency read the order of the day for the second reading of a 

Bill to regulate the temporary occupation of Crown Lands in the Colony of Western Australia. 

 Upon the Bill being read a 2nd time and on the motion for the third reading several amendments were 

proposed and the Council resolved itself into Committee 

In Committee 

 It was moved by Mr MACKIE & seconded by Mr Leake that in the 6 line of the first Sect: the word 

“knowingly” be introduced between the words “found” & “using”  

 Upon the motion being put the HON THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved as an amendment that the 

following be inserted after the word “be” in the 6 line  

in the habit of depasturing his or her stock horses, cattle, sheep, or any other description of live 

stock upon any unalienated Crown Lands in this Colony, on who shall be found knowingly 

occupying the same — 

 The motion being put the members voted as under for the affirmative. 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes…………………………………....3 

    Majority for…..…..…………………….1 
  Ayes     Noes 

 The Hon Colonial Secy   The Hon Commandant 

 The Hon Surveyor General   The Hon Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esq    F.C. Singleton Esq 

 W.H. Mackie Esq 

And so it passed in the affirmative. 
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 The HON THE SURVEYOR GENERAL moved seconded by F.C. Singleton Esq that the 9 last lines of 

the 1st Section be struck out, and the following added after the word “Pounds” in lieu thereof.  

“Provided always that no conviction shall be had for depasturing live stock on Crown Lands as 

above in any case where the justice or justices before whom a complaint shall be preferred, 

shall be satisfied that sufficient time has not elapsed for enabling the party complained of to 

procure a License & in manner pointed out, after the pasturage on his own runs may have been 

destroyed by fire.        

 Carried 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by Mr Moore that the following clause be introduced between the 

present I & II clause.  “Provided always and be it enacted that any Act or Acts of such use in 

occupation as aforesaid whether continuous or repeated at intervals by the same person 

previous to the date of a first information under this Act against such person shall be deemed 

to be but one offence, and that it shall be lawful for any justice or justices convicting under this 

Act, to allow the person convicted any reasonable time not exceeding 14 days for the purpose 

of removing any live stock or other, his or her moveable property from off the source of 

trespass, and that no information shall be for any use or occupation had or retained, in 

conformity with such allowance.”      Carried 

 Moved by Mr MOORE seconded by Mr Mackie that the blanks in the first Section be filled up with the 

sums, the 1st with Ten the second 20 & the third fifty. 

 Mr LEAKE moved seconded by Mr Singleton as an amendment that the amounts be 10, 15, 20. 

 The question being put the original motion was carried. 

 Mr MACKIE moved seconded by Mr Moore that the following Cl: be inserted between the present 2 & 

3rd Clauses. 

“And be it enacted that on the hearing of any information for any offence against this Act it 

shall be incumbent on the party accused to produce satisfactory proof to the Sitting Justice or 

Justices that he or she is duly licensed pursuant to this Act.”  

         Carried 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by Mr Moore that the present IV Cl be struck out & the following 

inserted in lieu thereof. 

And be it enacted that all informations and proceedings in respect of offences against this Act 

shall be commenced within three calendar months next after the offences thereof respectively 

charged shall have been committed. 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by Mr Moore that the first part of the Section as far as the word 

“Charges” be struck out and the following substituted in lieu thereof. 

“And be it enacted that all information and proceedings in respect of offences against this Act 

shall be heard and determined in a Summary way by or before any one or more Justice or 

Justices of the Peace according to the provisions of an Act of Council passed in the [blank] 

year of the Reign of Her present Majesty intituled “An Act to regulate summary proceedings 

before Justices of the Peace, and that all fines forfeitures and penalties recorded under this Act 

shall”          Carried 
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 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by Mr Moore that the following clause be introduced between the 

present V & VI Clauses — to stand as Cl VIII “And be it enacted that if any person shall think 

himself or herself aggrieved by any judgement or conviction under this Act such person may 

appeal therefrom to the next general Sessions of the Peace.”    Carried 

 Moved by Mr LEAKE seconded by Mr Moore that the following clause be introduced as CL IX 

IX And be it enacted that the Act shall remain in force for the time of two years from the 

term hereof.        Carried 

 The Council have resumed its Sitting, the third reading of the Bill was postponed until the Bill now 

before the Council for regulating summary proceedings before Justices of the Peace shall have 

been passed.  It having reference to that Act. 

7. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the reconsideration of a Bill to regulate the Summary 

proceedings before Justices of the Peace when the Council resolved itself into Committee. 

In Committee 

 It was moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by the Honble the Advocate General that after the word may in 

the 8th line of the 1st Section, the lines in parentheses be struck out and the following 

substituted in lieu thereof: the course of any such proceeding, hearing or determination and the 

powers and authorities of such justice or justices in and about the same shall be as hereinafter 

provided in all such particulars as to which no different or repugnant course or provision is or 

shall be contained in the Act or Acts under which such proceeding, hearing or determination 

shall be had or made” and that such insertion shall terminate the 1st Sectn and that the words 

“And be it enacted that in any such case as aforesaid” being placed before the word it, 

following the words in the parentheses struck out, shall stand as Section II. 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by Mr Moore that in the 18 line of the present first Section after the 

word mentioned the following words be introduced — “And upon due proof of such 

summoning” and that in the 19 & 20 lines of same Section the words “upon due proof of the 

matters aforesaid” be struck out and that in the 24 line of the first Section after the word 

penalty, the words “or other sum” and in the next succeeding line after the word penalty “or 

sum” be added.    Carried 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by Mr Moore that in the Proviso of the 1st Section all that intervenes 

between the word found in the 3 line & the word “there” in the fifth line be struck out. 

 Moved by Mr MACKIE seconded by the Honble the Advocate General that the present III Cl be struck 

out and the following substituted in lieu thereof 

III And be it enacted that all sums of money which any person is bound to pay under any 

recognizance taken for any appearance before a Justice of the Peace and afterwards 

forfeited in case of non payment thereof may be levied by such Justice with costs by 

distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the person or persons liable to pay the 

same by warrant under the hand of such Justice in like manner as any fine or penalty 

may be levied by distress under this Act. 

8. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice that he would move the first reading of the following Bills 

 A Bill to prevent the spreading of the infectious disease called Scab in Sheep. 
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 A Bill to enable certain Ratepayers in Towns to vote and act as Trustees of such Towns, and to 

qualify the right of Town Trustees to vote.  And 

 A Bill to repeal so much of an Act passed in the 4 year of the Reign of Her present Majesty 

Queen Victoria intituled An Act to promote the Building of Churches & Chapels & to 

contribute towards the maintenance of Ministers of Religion in Western Australia as 

authorises the issues of money from the Colonial Treasury for such purposes. 

____________________ 
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30 MAY 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY called upon the Committee appointed to inquire into Messrs Samson petition to 

bring up their report when the Chairman stated that Messrs Samson had been heard & their 

Counsel & witnesses, but that the Committee would request an extension of time to prepare 

their report. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the third reading of a Bill to regulate Summary 

proceedings before Justices of the Peace.  The Bill was accordingly read a 3rd time & passed. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read order of the day for the third reading of a Bill for adopting certain Acts of 

Parliament and applying them to the administration of Justice in West Australia.  The Bill was 

read a 3 time & passed. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY observed that the next order of the day, was the consideration of the Estimates but 

that since the last meeting of Council, another month had elapsed, & the Revenue of which 

showed the necessity of adopting much more stringent measures & adopting a lower scale of 

Expenditure, than had been contemplated by those Estimates he considered it the duty of the 

Council to examining their now ways & means & he should move for the election of a Sect 

Committee to examine into and report upon them.  He observed it was impossible to carry on 

the Govt upon the present scale of Revenue. 
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 Mr GEORGE LEAKE ESQ quite concurred with His Ecy & he considered the Committee would be 

advantageously employed in examining into the financial conditions of the Colony. 

 Peter Brown, George Leake & W.H. Mackie Esqs were then elected a Committee with instructions to 

take into consideration the Estimates of probable amounts of Revenue & proposed amounts of 

Expenditure for the ensuing year, to call for & be furnished with all documents they may 

require and to examine any witnesses, and to report the result of their labors to the Council at 

their earliest opportunity.  Such Report to contain any recommendations the Committee may 

deem necessary. 

5. The following Bills were read a first time & ordered to be read a 2nd time on the 6 June. 

 A Bill to prevent the spreading of the infectious disease called Scab in Sheep 

 A Bill to repeal so much of an Act intituled An Act to promote the Building of Churches & 

Chapels in W.A. and to contribute towards the maintenance of Ministers of Religion 

as authorises the issue of money from the Col. Treasury for such purposes 

 And a Bill to enable certain ratepayers in Towns to vote and to act as Trustees of such Towns 

and to qualify the right of Town Trustees to vote 

6. The Bill to regulate the temporary occupation of Crown Lands was ordered to be read a 3rd time on 

Thursday the 6th Inst. 

____________________ 
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6 JUNE 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY called upon the Committee appointed to inquire into & report upon the merits of 

Messrs Samson Petition against the passing of the Alignment of Streets Bill for their report. 

 The CHAIRMAN brought up the Report and moved seconded by the Hon the Colonial Secretary that it 

be read, and it being accordingly read moved that it be recorded.  The motion was carried 

when His Excellency moved that the Report as received be taken into consideration at the next 

meeting of Council. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 3rd reading of An Act to regulate the Temporary 

occupation of Crown Lands in the Colony of Western Australia 

 The Bill was accordingly read a 3rd time and passed 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the second reading of a Bill to prevent the spreading 

of the infectious disease called Scab in Sheep. 

 Upon the motion for the 3 reading an amendment was proposed.  The Council resolved itself into 

Committee. 

In Committee 

 Moved by Mr MOORE seconded by Mr Mackie that in the 8 line of 4 Sect: after the word shall the 

following be inserted “notwithstanding he shall given any such notice as aforesaid  

      Carried 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a 3 time on Thursday the 13th Inst. 
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4. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the second reading of a Bill to repeal so much of an 

Act passed in the 4 year of the Reign of her present Majesty Queen Victoria relating to the 

Building of Churches & Chapels, and the maintenance of Ministers of Religion as authorises 

the issue of money from the Colonial Treasury for such purposes. 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a 3 time on Thursday the 13 Inst. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 2nd reading of a Bill to enable certain ratepayers 

in Towns to vote and act as Trustees of such Towns, and to qualify the right of Town Trustees 

to vote. 

 The Bill was read a 2nd time and on the motion for the 3rd reading the Council resolved itself into 

Committee. 

In Committee 

 It was proposed & seconded that the following be introduced in Cl: 3 in line 6 in lieu of the words “he 

has paid the full” all previous assessments charged or chargeable upon the land in respect of 

which the right of voting is claimed have been paid. 

 Some discussion arising upon this amendment the Committee adjourned until the 13th Instant. 

6. The GOVERNOR gave notice that he should move at the next meeting of Council the first reading for a 

Bill to prevent Debtors making certain assignments and giving undue preference to Creditors. 

The Council adjourned until the 13th Inst. 

      Edward C. Souper 

      Clerk of Councils 

____________________ 
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13 JUNE 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read & confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY called upon the Finance Committee for their report when the Chairman requested 

further time to prepare it. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 3rd reading of a Bill to prevent the spreading of 

the infectious disease called Scab in Sheep.  When the Bill was read a 3 time & passed. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 3rd reading of a Bill to repeal so much of an Act 

passed in the IV year of the reign of H.M. Queen Victoria intituled An Act to contribute 

towards the Building of Churches & Chapels and maintenance of Ministers of Religion, as 

authorises the issue of money for such purposes.  Bill read and passed. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY stated that in consequence of the absence of the Surveyor General he would 

postpone the consideration of the report of the Committee appointed to inquire into Messrs 

Samson petition against the passing of the Alignment of Streets Bill. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the reconsideration of the Bill to enable certain 

ratepayers to vote when the Council resolved itself into Committee in Committee. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE presented a motion which he was of opinion would meet the views of the Surveyor 

General as expressed at the last meeting of Council. eg 

 that the residue of Cl 3 from the word Town be struck out & the following substituted 
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 “or other evidence to the satisfaction of such Chairman or acting Chairman of the payment of 

all assessments theretofore charged upon such Trustee as the owner or occupier of 

any lands within such Town. 

 The further consideration of this Bill was postponed until Thursday next. 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY stated that he would postpone the reading of the Bill to prevent Debtors making 

certain assignments and giving undue preference to Creditors till the next meeting of Council, 

as it being a very important Bill he was anxious the Members should give it careful 

consideration. 

7. The Bill to remove Doubts as to the liability of certain parties to pay for landing goods under official 

permission at other places than the appointed landing places was read a first time and the 2nd 

reading appointed for the 20 instant. 

8. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice of his intention to introduce a Bill to authorise the Keepers of 

Bonding Houses to Sell Spirituous & fermented liquors. 

____________________ 
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20 JUNE 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

The Honble the Commandant 

The Honble the Colonial Secretary 

The Honble the Surveyor General 

The Honble the Advocate General 

G. Leake Esquire 

W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read & confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY called upon the Finance Committee for their Report, which was brought up by the 

Chairman, who moved, seconded by the Advocate General that it be read.  The Report being 

read it was ordered to lie on the Table & the Estimates be taken into consideration on Thursday 

next. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the Order of the Day for the Council to go into Committee upon the Bill to 

provide for the Alignment of Streets. 

In Committee 

 It was moved by THE ADVOCATE GENERAL, Seconded by the Surveyor General that in 1st Section 

& 4 line from the end after the word “where” the following be inserted to strike out the rest of 

the clause 

“A deviation therefrom may have been previously directed and sanctioned by any Governor of 

this Colony, or may during the progress of such survey be found necessary for the rectification 

of a Street so as not to interfere with any substantial brick or stone building already erected & 

which deviation may be sanctioned by the Governor in Executive Council, in which case the 

Survey is to be made in accordance with such sanctioned alteration, which the Governor is 

hereby authorized to make, provided always nevertheless that no such alteration shall be so 
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made as to take away any portion of an allotment as granted in Fee Simple by the Crown 

without compensation being given for the portion so taken away 

 This motion was strongly opposed by Messrs Leake & Mackie on the grounds, that, it had been shown 

in Evidence, that parties who had been desirous of building upon their allotments, were 

informed upon that application to the Government for the boundaries of their allotments that it 

was not in the power of the Government to point out any Boundaries – that under these 

circumstances, the parties were compelled to depend entirely upon their own as to the real 

boundaries.  Every precaution has been taken by Messrs Samson the petitioners against the 

passing of the Bill, by which their interests were threatened, & others, to place their Buildings 

within the boundaries of their allotments — and the honble Members concluded that any survey 

which the Government contemplated making of the Town should be made according to the 

Town as it now existed not according to any intended plan of the town as laid down in the 

maps in the Survey Department. 

 The original Motion of the same discussion was put & the Members voted as under. 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes…………………………………....2 

    Majority for…..…..…………………… 2 
  Ayes     Noes 

The Honble Commandant   G. Leake Esq     

The Honble Surveyor General   W. H. Mackie Esq     

The Honble Colonial Secretary        

The Honble Advocate General        

And so it was passed in the affirmative. 

 Moved by Mr LEAKE, Seconded by Mr Mackie that the period for tender of amends for anything done 

under the Act should be extended to Six instead of Three Months.  

          Carried 

 Moved by ADVOCATE GENERAL Sd by Mr Mackie that the following Clause be inserted in lieu of 

the present XIV Cl: 

And be it enacted that all persecution for the recovery of any of the forfeitures and penalties 

imposed by this Act must be commenced within one Calendar month after the offence 

committed for which such penalty or forfeiture shall be incurred. 

 Moved & Seconded that the following clause be inserted as Cl: XV And be it enacted that all 

information & proceedings as in respect of any offences under this Act shall be heard and 

determined and the forfeitures & penalties in respect of the same shall be worded and imposed 

in a Summary way by or before two or nine Justices of the Peace according to the provisions 

of the Act of Council passed in the 4 Year of the Reign of Her present Majesty instituted an 

Act to regulate summary proceedings before the Justices of the Peace and that any fines, 

forfeitures or penalties incurred under this Act shall be appropriated to the use of the trust of 

that Town within which the offence was committed.     Carried 

 Moved & Seconded that the following Stand as Cl: XVI 
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 And be it enacted that if any person shall think himself aggrieved by any Judgement or 

Conviction made under this Act such person may appeal therefrom to the next Court of 

Quarter Sessions. 

 The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the adjournment of the Committee on the Bill 

and gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Council that a provision be 

included in the Bill to enable the Government to adjust the settlement of the internal 

Boundaries of the Allotments. 

3. The Council having resumed its Sitting the Bill to enable certain ratepayers to vote and act as Town 

Trustees & to qualify the right of Town Trustees to vote was read as amended at the last 

meeting of Council & ordered to be read a 3rd time on Thursday next the 27th Instant. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the Second reading of the Bill to remove the doubts 

as to the liability of certain parties to pay for landing goods at other places than the appointed 

landing places.  When the Bill was read the Council resolved itself into Committee. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE moved Seconded by Mr Moore that in the 1st Sect. After the word “pay” in 4 line from the 

bottom to strike out the words “the same” & the following be inserted “to the Collector, Sub 

Collector on such order granting such permission the smallest” 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a 3rd time on Thursday next. 

5. The HONBLE ADVOCATE GENERAL ordered the postponement of the reading of the Bill to prevent 

Debtors making assignments & giving undue preferences to creditors, as it was necessary to 

give the Bill some further consideration. 

Adjourned. 

Edward C. Souper 

____________________ 
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27 JUNE 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esq. 

 W.H. Mackie Esq. 

 F.C. Singleton Esq. 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY brought forward the Estimate of Expenditure & Revenue as proposed by the 

Finance Committee and submitted a few alterations upon which he should take the vote of the 

Council at the next meeting. 

 The Estimate of Expenditure was then read with His Excellency’s proposed alterations and the 

following items were also proposed to be introduced. 

 Mr SINGLETON moved that the Salary of the Post Master at Pinjarrah should be 15 instead of ₤10, this 

would place the Salaries of the inland Post Masters on an equal footing. 

2. The Council then passed to the orders of the day & the following Bills were read a 3rd time and passed.  

A Bill to remove the doubts as to the liability of certain parties to pay for the landing of goods 

under special permission at other places than the appointed landing places, and  

 A Bill to enable certain rate payers to vote and act as Town Trustees and to qualify the right of Town 

Trustees to vote. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the Council do go into Committee upon the Bill to provide for the 

alignment of streets when the Colonial Secretary moved according to notice that the following 

be added to clause II. 
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Provided always that in placing the said posts the Surveyor General shall previously ascertain 

how the internal allotments of each block shall be effected by the said posts or boundary marks 

of the external allotments; and either extend or contract such external lines so as to ensure to 

each holder in the block the land upon which he, she or they may have erected any permanent 

buildings. 

 The Committee after some discussion upon the amendment adjourned. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill to authorise the keepers of Boarding Houses to 

sell Spirituous & Fermented Liquors.  The Bill was read a first time & ordered to be read a 

second time on Thursday next. 

____________________ 
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4 JULY 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esq. 

 W.H. Mackie Esq. 

 F.C. Singleton Esq. 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Upon His Excellency reading the orders of the day for the consideration of this alignment Bill & 

Second reading of a Bill to authorise the Boarding House Keepers to sell Spirituous & 

Fermented Liquors, Mr Mackie rose and requested the consideration of the Bills be postponed 

until the next meeting of Council.  The Quarter Sessions intervening between the last & 

present meeting had prevented the Members giving that consideration to the Bills which their 

importance required. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY brought forward the Estimates and moved the Ways & Means be read with the 

following alterations – 

The Comee estimated the Revenue from the Post at ₤400 be proposed, however raising the 

present charge upon Foreign letters from 4d to 6d which would give about ₤50 more, this item 

would stand therefore at ₤450.  With reference to the estimate of repayment of Loans, he 

considered it might be put down at 200 instead of ₤100 as 5% might be calculated to be paid 

upon ₤2,000 of the recoverable debts. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY earnestly called upon the Council to reject the Committee’s proposed duties on 

imported provisions, as a measure which could hereafter produce fatal results – a most 
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lengthened & anxious discussion ensued and the Council unanimously adopted the 

Committee’s Estimates. 

 The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved Seconded by Mr Leake that Tobacco be charged 

if entered for Sheep at 3d per lb. If for other purposes at 1/6d & cigars & snuff at 5/- lb. 

         Carried 

 Mr BROWN moved Seconded by Mr Mackie that the Wines the produce of any part of the British 

Dominions be charged /6d a gallon & any other paid 1/6 a gallon.  Carried 

 The Estimates, the ways & means Estimates will stand at ₤7,581.12.6 

 The proposed expenditure was read when Mr SINGLETON moved Seconded by Mr Moore that the 

salaries of the Post Masters at the Canning & Northam be reduced from 15₤ to 12₤ and the 

Post Master Pinjarrah receive 12 in lieu of ₤10.    Carried 

 Mr MOORE md Sd  by Mr Singleton that the Storekeeper at Perth be placed upon the same Salary as the 

Storekeeper at Fremantle viz. ₤36 per an instead of ₤50.   Carried 

 The Estimate of proposed Expenditure stands at ₤7,526.12.6. 

 The Ordinance was ordered to be read a third time on Thursday next the 11 Inst. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice of his intention to introduce the following Bills. 

 A Bill to impose an increased rate of duties on certain goods imported into Western Australia. 

 A Bill to authorise a demand of payment for Licenses to keep private Warehouses for securing 

of goods subject to duty, and 

 A Bill to extend the remedies of Creditors against Debtors about to leave the Colony. 

The Council adjourned until 11th July. 

Edward C. Souper 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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11 JULY 1844 

The Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esq. 

 W.H. Mackie Esq. 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 3rd reading of the Ordinances, which was 

accordingly read and passed. 

2. The HONBLE THE COL. SECY, Chairman of the Finance Comee stated the Cee had completed their 

report but the press of business preventing its being written, its presentation must be deferred 

until the next meeting of Council. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the Second reading of a Bill to authorise boarding 

house keepers to sell Spirituous & Fermented Liquors, the Bill was accordingly read upon the 

motion for the snd reading several amendments were proposed & the Council resolved itself 

into Committee. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE moved Seconded by The Advocate General that in the last line but one of Sect:II the 

words “or refreshments” be struck out. 

 Mr MACKIE moved that the Comee adjourn upon the Bill, until the next meeting of Council in order 

that further time might be afforded for the consideration of the Bill. 

4. The Council resumed its sitting, and His Excellency moved, that the adjourned Comee upon the Bill to 

provide for the Alignment of Streets resume its Sitting. 
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In Committee 

 The HONBLE THE COL. SECY. Pursuant to notice rose to move his amendment in the II clause, 

purporting to give power to the Ex: government to adjust the settlement of the internal 

Boundaries of allotments.  The Honble being informed that the question involved in his motion 

required a separate enactment, which would be introduced as soon as it could be prepared, 

requested leave to withdraw his motion. 

Leave granted 

 The HONBLE THE SURVEY GENL Secd by The Col. Secy. that the proviso contained in an amendment 

of the 1Cl: carried at a previous meeting of Council be struck out & the following substituted 

— 

“Provided nevertheless that no such alteration shall be so made as to lessen the quantity of land 

contained in any Allotment granted in fee simple by the Crown without compensation being 

given for the portion so taken away.”  Carried 

 The Cee adjourned until the Bill above referred to for the adjustment of the internal Boundaries, was laid 

before the Council. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of the follg Bills. 

 A Bill to extend the remedies of Creditors against Debtors about to leave the Colony and a Bill 

to repeal the duties on certain goods imported into W. Australia & to impose other 

duties in lieu thereof. 

The Bills were read a first time and ordered to be read a Second time on Thursday next. 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice that he should move at the next meeting of Council the first reading of 

a Bill to prevent the enticing away of girls of the Aboriginal race from School or from any 

Service in which they are employed. 

The Council adjourned until Thursday the 18th Inst. 

Edward C. Souper 

Ck of the Council 

____________________ 
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18 JULY 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the 

Chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

 F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY called upon the Cee for their Supplementary Report.  The Chairman brought it up 

& moved it to be read. 

 The Report was accordingly read & upon the Motion of Mr LEAKE Seconded by Mr Singleton, was 

received and ordered to lie on the Table. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the Order of the Day, for the adjourned Committee on the Bill authorising 

Boarding House Keepers to sell Spirituous & Fermented Liquors, to resume its Sitting. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE moved Seconded by The Advocate Genl. that in the Preamble after the word “Liquors” in 

the II line the following words be inserted “for consumption therein by only the Boarders or 

lodgers therein and for general consumption elsewhere”.  

          Carried 

 The HONBLE THE COL: SECY. & MR SINGLETON voting against its passing with the words “for 

general consumption therein”. 

 Mr MACKIE moved Secd by [blank] that the following be added to cl: II And that the extent of 

accommodation for the Public in any House licensed under this Act and the admission thereto 

350 



[1844] 

of any guests whether Travellers or others shall be in the discretion of the person licensed to 

keep the Same. 

 The Bill  was ordered to be read a third time on Thursday the 25th Inst. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 2nd reading of a Bill to repeal the duties on certain 

goods imported into W. Australia & to impose other duties in lieu thereof.  The Bill was read a 

2nd time & on the motion for the 3rd reading since amendments were proposed & the Council 

resolved itself into Committee. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE moved Sd by Advocate General that the following be inserted between the present I & II 

clause as cl:II And be it enacted that when any Tobacco shall be entered for the lesser duty 

specified in the said Schedule upon that article, it shall be lawful for the Collector or Sub 

Collector of the Port of Entry to cause such Tobacco to be subjected to any process whereby 

the same may be rendered unfit for human consumption; and that the actual cost of the 

materials employed in such process shall be chargeable upon such Tobacco in addition to the 

duty thereon, and shall be leviable in the same manner as such duty.   Carried 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a 3rd time on Thursday the 25th instant. 

4. The reading of the Bill to extend the remedies of Creditors against Debtors about to leave the Colony 

was upon Mr Mackie’s motion adjourned until next meeting. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill to prevent the enticing away of girls of the 

Aboriginal race from Schools or from any Service in which they are employed.  The Bill was 

read a first time & ordered to be read a Second time on Thursday next. 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill to authorise a demand of payment for Licenses to 

keep Private Warehouses for the Securing of Goods subject to duty. 

 The Bill was read a 1st time & ordered to be read a Second time on Thursday the 25 Inst. 

7. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice of his intention to introduce a Bill for the adjustment of the divisional 

boundaries of allotments in Farms & to prevent litigation from undesigned encroachments in 

adjoining allotments. 

____________________ 
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25 JULY 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Govr took the chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

 F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 3 reading of a Bill to authorise the keepers of 

boarding houses to sell Spirits by retail under Special regulations. 

 The Bill was read & passed. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 3rd reading of a Bill to repeal the duties on certain 

goods imported into W.A. and to impose certain duties in lieu thereof. 

 Prior to the passing of this Bill the Govr observed that lest by allowing these Bills to pass in silence, it 

might be inclined into a partial acquiescence in its policy on the reasons which had been seized 

by the Council, he would state that he had not in one iota altered his opinion or felt less 

repugnant & grieved at the measures.  An earnest debate ensued upon H.E.’s remarks when 

Honble Members maintained the opinions they had given at a previous meeting of Council.  

The Honble Colonial Secretary having adverted to the subject gave notice that he would next 

Thursday address the Council on the subject of the present State of the Colony as regards its 

existing difficulties and suggest the adoption of such measures as may tend to its advancement. 
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3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 2 reading of a Bill to prevent the enticing away of 

girls of the Aboriginal race from school or from any service in which they may be engaged, 

read a 2 time. 

In Committee 

 Mr MOORE Md Sd by Mr Mackie that the following clause be  introduced between the present I & II 

Cl: 

And be it enacted that all information & proceedings in respect of offences against this act 

shall be commenced within 3 calendar months after the offences thereby respectively charged 

shall have been committed. 

 & after word school in 13 line the following be introduced without the previous consent of a Protector 

of Aborigines or after Master or Mistress of such school – and that after the word engaged in 

14 line the following be inserted without the previous consent of her Master or Mistress. 

 Mr SINGLETON moved, Sd by Mr Moore that the word any be substituted before the wd school in 15 

line that the words following now be struck out. 

 The Bill was referred to be read a 3rd time on Thursday next. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the 2 reading of a Bill to authorise a demand for payt 

upon licenses to keep private Warehouses for securing of goods subject to duty the Bill was 

read and ordered to be read a 3 time on Thursday next. 

5. The order of the day for the Sd reading of a Bill to extend the remedies of creditors against the Debtors 

about to leave the Colony was postponed. 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of a Bill for the adjustment of Divisional Boundaries of 

allotments in Towns, and to prevent litigation from undesigned encroachments on adjoining 

allotments.  The Bill was read a first time & ordered to be read a 2 time on Thursday the 1st of 

August. 

____________________ 
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1 AUGUST 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

 F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY pursuant to notice rose to address the Council on the 

subject of the present embarrassed State of the Colony, and to propose some remedial 

measures – to enable him to do so he has been obliged to draw up certain tables which he 

wants to lay before the Council.  The Honble Members dwelt at considerable upon the question 

and concluded with giving notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Council the 

following resolutions. 

1 It is the opinion of this Council that to the existing land regulations is mainly 

attributable the embarrassment under which the Colony at present labors by the entire 

stop they have put to regulations to these shores & consequent non-introduction of 

Capital. 

2 It is the opinion of this Council that the alteration in the land regulations has been 

more seriously felt in this Colony than in the adjacent ones from the circumstances of 

our being more an importing than an exporting Colony and therefore almost 

dependent on our population for the sale of our surplus stock & produce which has 

been increasing in a much greater rate than our population. 
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3 It is the opin. of this Cl: that the measure most likely to advance this Settlement 

would be the reduction of the price of Crown lands from 20/- to 5/- the acre as it 

would at once have the effect of encouraging capitalists to settle in the Colony & be 

the means of providing a fund for the introduction of useful artizans handicraft and 

agricultural laborers in proportion to the capital which would be invested in land. 

4 It is the opinion of this Council that as time must necessarily elapse before such a 

representation to H.M. Govt. such good would arise when the Merchants do consent 

to purchase for exportation on fair terms every article of Colonial produce which 

could either be produced, collected or managed. 

5 It is the opinion of this Council that the real personnel property in the Colony as 

shewn in an accompanying table is ample security for the repayment of a loan of 

£100,000 which this Council recommend should be raised in England in order partly 

to relieve the Colony of heavy Mortgages which are bearing very high rates of 

interests as well as for the introduction of a small number of Immigrants. 

 An animated discussion ensued but Honble Members reserved expressing their opinions more fully until 

the above resolutions should be put to the vote. 

2. The following Bills according to the orders of the day were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill to prevent the enticing away of girls of the Aboriginal race from schools or from any service in 

which they may be employed. 

 A Bill to authorise a demand of payment for licenses to keep private Warehouses for the securing of 

goods subject to duty. 

3. Mr MACKIE moved that the next order of the day be postponed for the second reading of a Bill to 

extend the remedies of Creditors against the property of Debtors about to leave the Colony.  

The Bill was postponed. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the second reading of a Bill for the adjustment of the 

Divisional Boundaries of Allotments in Towns and to prevent litigation from undesigned 

encroachments on adjoining allotments.  The Bill was read a second, but the Committee upon 

it was adjourned in order to allow time for the consideration of an amendment proposed by the 

Honble the Surveyor General. 

____________________ 
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8 AUGUST 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

 F.C. Singleton Esquire 

Prayers 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVR laid upon the Table a Dispatch received from the Sy of State for the 

Colonies replying to a communication he had made upon the resolution adopted by this 

Council relating to the raising a loan for the purposes of Immigration.  The purpose of 

introducing a system of Bounties & declining to accede to them as they had been found 

injurious when they had been tried in other Colonies.  His Excellency also laid upon the Table 

a general report of the Colonial Land & Immigration Commissioners — 

2. The HONBLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY rose to propose the resolution of which he had given 

Notice – in introducing the pist. the Hon Member observed that he conceived there could be 

little doubt that the entire stop which had been put to Immigration & the consequent non 

introduction of Capital, was to be attributed the present embarrassed State of the Colony he 

considered that the stoppage was to be principally attributable to the existing land regulations. 

 Mr SINGLETON supported the Hon Member and expressed his convictions that much less good would 

result from an alteration in the land regulations.  The resolution was then put when an earnest 

discussion arose.  The Council unanimously rejected the resolution upon the grounds that, 

although fully concurring with the Hon Member that the existing land regulations had been & 
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were very prejudicial to the interests of the Colony, yet the embarrassment of the Colony was 

not mainly attributable. 

 The HON MEMBER proposed bringing forward his second resolution and was seconded by Mr 

Mackie, who stated however that he could not concur in all the deductions in the resolution, he 

did assent to the first part and he had always felt that it was unjust to extend the same principal 

placed regulation to all Colonies alike. 

 The resolution was put and rejected by the Council.  Upon the 3 resolution being brought forward Mr 

Singleton moved, Secd by Mr Mackie that the words well calculated, be substituted for most 

likely and the words “have a very probable effect” in lieu of “have at once the effect”.  Upon 

this resolution the Council, excepting His Excellency, agreed that a reduction in the price of 

land would be beneficial.  The Colonial Secy observing the extreme reluctance of Hon 

Members to enter upon the resolution requested leave to withdraw the remaining. 

First  Resolution 

Moved by Mr BROWN 

Seconded by F. C. Singleton 

 It is the opinion of this Council that to the existing Land Regulations is mainly 

attributable to the embarrassment under which the Colony at present labors, by the 

entire stop they have put to immigration to these shores and consequent non-

introduction of Capital. 

Second Resolut ion 

Moved by Mr BROWN 

Seconded by W. Mackie 

 It is the opinion of this Council that the alteration in the land regulations has been 

more seriously felt in this Colony than in the adjacent ones from the circumstances of 

our being more an importing than an exporting Colony, and therefore almost 

dependent on our population for the sale of our surplus stock and produce which has 

been increasing in a much greater rate than our population. 

Third Resolution 

Moved by Mr BROWN 

Seconded by Mr Leake 

 It is the opinion of this Council that the measures well calculated to advance this 

Settlement would be the reduction of the price Crown Land 20/- to 5/- acre as it 

would have the very probable effect of encouraging capitalists to settle in the Colony 

& be the means of providing a fund for the introduction of useful artisans, handicraft 

and agricultural laborers in proportion to the capital which could be invested in land. 

Amendment proposed upon this — by Mr Singleton, seconded by — [blank]. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the Second reading of a Bill to extend the remedies of 

Creditors against the property of Debtors about to leave the Colony.  Upon the motion for the 

third reading the Council resolved itself into Committee. 
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In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE rose and gave notice that he would move at the next meeting of the Council that the 

following clauses be introduced. 

II And be it enacted that if any person has or shall, before or after the passing of this 

Act, become the sole acceptor of any Bill of Exchange, or Sole Maker of any 

Promissory Note, or has or shall have entered into any other valid contract written or 

verbal, by which Bill, Note or contract such person is or shall be solely bound or 

liable to pay within this Colony to any other person or persons any sum of money on 

or before a certain day or time {the payment of such money not being secured by 

Mortgage or Pledge} and if the person for the time being intituled to the benefit of 

such bill, Note, Contract or his or her agent, shall by the affidavit of himself or of any 

other person, shew to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of the Civil Court that the 

person so liable as aforesaid is about to leave this Colony before the time of payment 

specified by such Bill, Note or Contract, without having satisfied the same and 

without giving or tendering reasonable security (other than such Bill, Note or 

Contract itself) for the due satisfaction thereof, it shall be lawful for the said 

Commissioner to order that the person so about to leave this Colony be forthwith 

arrested to answer an action to be forthwith commenced against him or her by or in 

the name of the person by whom or on whose behalf such order shall have been 

obtained, for the amount secured by, or remaining due upon, such Bill, Note or 

Contract as for a debt already payable and thereupon it shall be lawful for the person 

on whose behalf such order shall have been obtained or for his or her agent, forthwith 

to commence such action and to sue out of the said Court a writ or warrant, in the 

form sanctioned by the present or any future rules and orders of the Said Court for the 

arrest of the person so about to leave the Colony as aforesaid. 

III And be it enacted that if any person arrested under any such order shall pay to the 

Sheriff or Sheriff’s Officer making such arrest (in acquiescence and satisfaction to 

and of the Pltf’s claim) the sum sued for, less Interest thereon (after the rate allowed 

by the rules for the time being of the Said Court for the interval between the time of 

such actual payment and the time of payment according to continue together with the 

Sheriff’s lawful fees and charges for such arrest and the sum of Thirty Shillings to 

answer Pltfs costs or if the person so arrested shall make such deposit or give such 

other security as is or shall be required by the rules and orders of the Said Court to 

secure the discharge of a person arrested for a present ground of action, thru, & in any 

of the said cases the person so arrested, under any such order as aforesaid shall be 

forthwith discharged from the custody of the Sheriff without any order for that 

purpose. 

IV And be it enacted that if any person arrested under any such order as aforesaid shall 

fail to make such payment to the Sheriff or Sheriff’s officer or give such security as 

aforesaid he or she shall remain in the custody of the Sheriff till final judgement on 
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the suit, and it shall be lawful for the Plaintiff in any such action as aforesaid to 

prosecute the same in like manner as for a debt already payable; but the Plaintiff shall 

not be entitled to recover by such action more than the difference between the amount 

contracted to be paid by the defendant therein and the Interest on such amount after 

the rate aforesaid for the interval between the date of payment in such action and the 

time fixed by contract for the payment of such amount.  Provided always that if the 

Plaintiffs in such action shall fail to prosecute the same with all reasonable diligence, 

it shall be lawful for the said Commissioner to discharge the party so kept in custody 

as aforesaid. 

V And be it enacted that the Sheriff shall dispose of any Sum or Sums paid into his 

hands under the provisions of this act in like manner as he is directed by the Rules 

and orders for the time being of such court to dispose of any sums paid to him in 

cases of ordinary arrests. 

4. The Council having resumed its sitting His Excellency read the order of the day for the Committee upon 

the Divisional boundaries Bill to resume its sitting. 

In Committee 

 The HONBLE SURVEYOR GENERAL moved, seconded by the Advocate Genrl that the 2 following 

clauses be substituted for clauses III & IV. 

 Proposed to leave out Clause 3 & 4 to substitute the following as Clause 3. 

III And be it enacted that whensoever and so soon as the several boundaries shall have 

been ascertained and finally marked as aforesaid, the Surveyor General shall cause 

the same to be accurately delineated and entered in figures on the Maps or Plans 

which he is directed to lay before the Govr in Ex. Council in and by an Act passed in 

the present year of Her Majesty’s reign intituled “An Act to provide for the 

Alignment of Streets in the several Towns of the Colony of Western Australia”, and 

shall enter a description of each allotment so marked in a Record Book to be kept by 

him for that purpose; and every such description shall be signed by him and 

countersigned by the Governor in Executive Council; and notice of every such entry 

shall be published in two successive gazettes. 

H. Roe 
G.F. Moore 

 Proposed to insert the following as clause IV 

IV And be it enacted that all boundaries of allotments so entered and signed as aforesaid 

shall be deemed and taken to be the true boundaries of such allotments respectively; 

all former descriptions thereof, in any title, deed or otherwise, notwithstanding; and 

whether such allotments be in the possession of the original owner or owners, or of 

his, her or their heir or assignee, and such Record Book, or a certified copy to be 

made and signed on demand, without fee, of any entry in such book signed by the 

Surveyor General, shall and may be taken in evidence of the boundaries of such 

allotments, in any suit or cause affecting the same. 

H. Roe, G.F. Moore 

359 



[1844] 
 

 Mr MACKIE moved, seconded by Mr Moore that in Cl.5, 4 line, the words “Colonial Secretary” be 

introduced in lieu of Surveyor General, and after the word endorsed in same line, “or cause to 

be endorsed” in 6 line to insert of which he shall also in lieu of the Col. Secy shall & in 6 & 7 

line, the words if the altered Boundaries be struck out — & in line 8 after word which be 

inserted Endorsement and. – 

 Mr MACKIE movd, Seconded by Advocate Genl that in Cl [illegible] after the word registered the 

following be inserted – and that the residue of the Cl. after the word “registered” be struck out. 

 Mr MACKIE moved, seconded by Advocate General that the following clauses be introduced between 

the present X & XI clause. — 

The Council having resumed its sitting the Bill was ordered to be read a 3 time on Thursday next. 

____________________ 
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15 AUGUST 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

Prayers 

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr MACKIE pursuant to notice moved the introduction of the clauses proposed at last meeting, into the 

Bill to extend the remedies of creditors against debtors about to leave the Colony.  When the 

clauses were put & carried the bill was ordered to be read a 3rd time on Thursday next. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the Committee upon the Divisional Boundaries Bill, 

to resume its sitting. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE moved Seconded by The Advocate General that in Cl.VI in 2 line after the word been, 

there be introduced the following “wholly or partially and undersigned by: — in 6 line after 

the word equity “same as hereinafter provided” be inserted & that in 8 line after the word 

“pay” the residue of the clause be struck out and the following inserted in lieu thereof 

“compensation for such land in manner hereinafter provided. 

          Carried 

Cl.7 Moved and Seconded that after the word “meeting” in 2 line Cl: VIII, the residue of this clause 

be struck out and the following inserted in its stead, “thereof for the following purposes called 

upon the requisition of any three or more of such Trustees of which notice shall be published 

in two successive Gazettes, there shall be chosen by Ballot three of the such Trustees to act as 

Valuators of the property hereinafter mentioned in the said Town, until the next such annual 
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meeting.  Provided that no such Valuators shall be chosen at any such meeting, annual or 

special, unless at least seven Trustees be present thereat.  

          Carried 

Cl.8 Moved & Sd that in VIII cl: in the first line the words “previous to the passing of this Act” be 

struck out in line 2 before the word “erected” the word “undesignedly” be inserted, & in same 

line after the word “Townsite” be added previously to an adjustment of Boundaries therein 

under the provisions of this Act.” and that the following be added to the end of the Clause “and 

for such further intervening piece of land as may be necessary to give access to such Lands or 

Structure.  

          Carried 

Cl.9 Moved, Seconded that the following be added to Cl.IX “And that it shall be lawful for such 

Valuators, or the majority of them to employ a Surveyor in order to obtain a correct 

measuration and description of the Area & Boundaries of any piece of land, for which they 

shall be called upon to award compensation, and to allow such pay to such Surveyor for such 

measuration and description any sum not exceeding ten shillings and sixpence, and to demand 

and receive, over and above any sum paid or engaged to be paid to any such Surveyor for each 

and every award fairly written out {on parchment if permitted to them for that purpose} the 

sum of one pound to be equally divided between the Valuators making and signing such 

award.  

          Carried 

 Moved & Seconded that the following clauses be introduced as after the Cl.IX and to be numbered as 

under as  

Cl.X “And be it enacted that it not shall be lawful for the said valuators to issue or deliver 

out any award by them made as aforesaid until the amount of compensation thereby 

awarded shall have been paid to them or any one of them to be by them paid over in 

manner hereinafter provided and that it shall not be incumbent upon them to make or 

enter upon any such valuation as aforesaid before the sum of Guinea as and for their 

own Fee and the sum of ten shillings and sixpence as and for a contingent Surveyor’s 

fee {to be repaid if not incurred} be first despatched in the hands of any one of them.  

          Carried 

Cl.XI And be it enacted that any award to be made by any such valuators as aforesaid shall 

be in the form or to the effect of the form following the words in parenthesis being 

merely explanatory (that is to say). 

  We, the undersigned, being the Valuators {or the majority as the case may be} for the 

Townsite of                          

  Under the Act of Council & Vict. No.            , by virtue and in exercise of the power 

vested in us by the said Act, do hereby award to {A&B} of {residence and rank or 

calling} the sum of                , as compensation for a piece of land, being parcel of 

building allotment {letter and number in Surveyor General’s maps} in the aforesaid 

Townsite, and being now occupied or covered by {here describe generally and briefly 
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the encroaching structure} of which {encroaching structure {C&D.} of {residence 

and rank or calling} was heretofore reputed owners and which said piece or parcel of 

land so occupied or covered as aforesaid is of the following superficial area, that is to 

say, and abuts on the                side thereof on the land of the said {C&D}, and all 

other sides thereof upon the aforesaid allotment {letters and numbers as above} of the 

party in whom land is intended to be vested by the award, choose to have a plan 

thereof, at his or her own additional expense, drawn upon the award then add 

“according to the plan delineated on the maps (or “at the foot”) of these presents, and 

we do hereby acknowledge to have received from the said {C&D} the said sum of 

{amount of compensation} as in these own hands the          day of          18.  

          Carried 

Cl.XII Provided always and be it enacted that the process of valuation and awarding 

compensation given by this Act shall not extend to any cases of encroachments by the 

proposition of any portion of an allotment {or piece or parcel of land granted by the 

Crown in one entire or separate lot} or any other portion of the same allotment.  

          Carried 

Cl.XIII And be it enacted that it shall be lawful for any such valuators as aforesaid, when 

called upon to award compensation for any encroachments to decide and determine 

whether the structure, alleged to be such encroachment, is a substantial structure 

within the provisions of this Act or otherwise provided that no fence, other than a 

stone or brick wall, shall be deemed such a substantial structure.  

          Carried 

Cl.XIV And be it enacted that it shall be lawful for any such valuators as aforesaid to consider 

and treat any encroachment submitted to them under this Act for valuation and 

compensation as undersigned unless the owner or owners of the land thereby 

encroached upon shall give notice in writing to such valuators before award made of 

his, her or their intention to proceed at law for the recovery of such land; and that it 

shall be lawful for the person or persons giving such notice at any time within three 

calendar months after delivery of such notice to proceed by suit or action for the 

recovery of such land; but the plaintiff or plaintiffs in such action shall recover 

nothing therein, unless he, she or they shall prove to the satisfaction of the court & 

jury, or of the Court where there shall be no jury, that such land was knowingly and 

wilfully encroached upon; and if the person or persons giving such notice shall fail to 

proceed according thereto within three calendar months after delivery thereof or if 

such plaintiff or pltfs be non-suited or discontinue such suit or action, or if verdict or 

judgement, be for the defendant or defendants, and a certificate thereof under the 

hand of the Registrar Clerk of the Civil Court {for which a fee of two shillings shall 

be demandable} be produced to the valuator of and for the Townsite within which 

such land shall be situated, it shall be lawful for such valuators to proceed to award 

compensation for the same.     Carried 
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Cl.XV And be it enacted that when by any such adjustment of Boundaries as aforesaid, any 

fence or other erection not being a substantial Structure, within the terms of this Act 

or the determination of any such valuators as aforesaid, shall be found to be an 

encroachment, the person or persons who previously to such adjustment was or were 

the reputed owner or owners thereof shall be allowed one calendar month from the 

discovery of such encroachment for removal of the same, and shall during that period 

have right of entry on the land thereby encroached upon, for the removal of such 

fence or erection; and during such period, the owner of the land so encroached upon 

shall not have any right of abatement or of otherwise intermeddling with such fence 

or erection.  

          Carried 

Cl.XVI And be it enacted that wherever throughout this Act reference is made to the owner of 

a Structure which by any adjustment of Boundaries under this Act shall have been 

found to be an encroachment, the term “owner” shall be deemed and taken to mean 

and include the person or persons who previously to such adjustment, claimed to be 

and was or were reputed, the owner or owners of the Land occupied by such 

encroachment, and his, her or their Heirs and assigns.  

          Carried 

Cl.XVII And be it enacted that it shall be lawful for such valuators as aforesaid to make such 

valuation and award such compensation as aforesaid on the requisition of any part 

owners of any encroaching structure or land thereby encroached upon or of the agent 

in this Colony of any absent owner or part owner thereof respectively; and that any 

part owner expending monies in payment of compensation fees or expenses under any 

such awards as aforesaid in respect of such structure may recover the same by 

contributions from the other part owner or part owners thereof in an action for so 

much money laid out and expended to and for the use of such other part owner or part 

owners.  

          Carried 

Cl.XVIII And be it enacted that if any of such valuator as aforesaid for any Townsite shall die, 

or wish to resign his office, or become disabled to act therein from mental or bodily 

infirmity, or shall cease to be qualified as a Trustee of such Town, or shall become 

pecuniarily interested in the subject matter of any award or required award, it shall be 

lawful for his co-valuator or co-valuators or for any three others of the Trustees of 

such Town to convene a special meeting such Trustees by requisition published in 

two successive Gazettes, and the Trustees assembled at such meeting, being at least 

seven in number, shall elect another valuator or valuators in the place and stead of the 

valuator or valuators so dying, disabled, disqualified or interested as aforesaid.  

          Carried 

Debt by action for money had or received against the person receiving such 

mispayment or his or her lawful representatives.  Carried 
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The Council having resumed its sitting the Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Thursday next the 22nd 

Instant. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY gave notice that the Bill to provide for the alignment of streets in Towns which 

passed this Council some four meetings back, and the 3rd reading resumed in order to pass 

simultaneously with the Divisional Boundaries Bill would be read a third time on Thursday 

next the 22 Inst. to which day the Council adjourned. 

    E. Souper 

 

____________________ 
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22 AUGUST 1844 

The Legislative Council having assembled pursuant to adjournment His Excellency The Governor took the 

Chair. 

Present 

 The Honble The Commandant 

 The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble The Surveyor General 

 The Honble The Advocate General 

 G. Leake Esquire 

 W.H. Mackie Esquire 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the third reading of an act to provide for the 

alignment of streets in the several Towns of W. Australia.  The Act was read a third time and 

passed. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the order of the day for the third reading of an Act for the adjustment of the 

Divisional Boundaries of Allotments in Towns, and to prevent mitigation from undesigned 

encroachments in adjoining Allotments.  The Bill was read a third time and passed. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY read the 3rd reading of a Bill to extend the remedies of creditors against debtors 

about to leave the Colony.  The Bill was read a third time and passed. 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY informed the Council that in consequence of the Law Officers of the Crown 

assessing it inadvisable to bring forward the Bill to prevent Debtors making certain 

assignments or giving undue preference to Creditors — of which he had given notice at a 

previous meeting of the Council — he should withdraw it. 

HIS EXCELLENCY adjourned the Council sine die. 

Edward C. Souper 

Clerk of the Council 

____________________ 
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